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	1. Chapter 1

**I'm back! This is based off a some ideas from Boris Yeltsin! Please review, leave feedback!**

**ENJOY!**

**_Dreams are in Bold and Italics_**

**Flashbacks are in Bold**

_Internal thoughts and text messages are in Italics_

Chapter 1

**_June - August 2009 – Cape May, NJ_**

**It was the beginning of summer and the DiLaurentis had just arrived at their cabin in Cape May. Alison and Jason had already started fighting about who got the bigger bedroom this year. After they settled on Jason having it this year with the promise that Alison could have it next year and he owed her a favor, as this was his second year having that room. **

**That night they decided to have a bonfire on the beach and make s'mores. Kenneth had asked Jason to the cut the firewood and Alison to help her mom in the kitchen. Alison started to cut the veggies for the kabobs when her mom came in the kitchen. "Alison what the hell is this mess?"**

**"****Dad told me to help you, I thought I'd cut the peppers and the onions." Alison says trying to keep her temper in check; she could tell this wasn't going to end well.**

**"****Can't you do anything right?" She screams grabbing the knife roughly from Alison's hand.**

**Alison tried not to flinch or show any emotion at all. "Sorry…" She mumbles.**

**"****Just get out of my face!" She yells as she takes another drink of her whine. Alison stands stunned for a moment. "Are you stupid?" She says grabbing her by the wrist and yanking her closer and Alison could feel it pop. "Get the fuck out of my face!"**

**Alison ran out the backyard and saw Jason splitting some wood by the shed. She walked over towards him trying not to cry.**

**He noticed Alison making her way over and she was cradling her right wrist. "Hey Ali!" he calls to her.**

**She looks up at him with unshed tears as she tries to smile. "Hey."**

**"****I thought you were helping mom?" He asks with a small smile.**

**"****I was it's just… she's in one of her moods." She says trying to hold her tongue.**

**"****Yeah, she seems to be in 'one of those moods' a lot lately." He tells her with a knowing look. "Is your wrist okay?" He asks in concern.**

**"****It's fine!" She says not wanting to show any weakness.**

**"****Are you sure?" He says trying to reach for her wrist.**

**She turns from him and grabs the axe. "It's fine…ok!" She says swing it above her head and bringing it down hard. When it connects with the log the reverberation from the axe made her wrist snap back with a loud popping and she cries out as she falls to the ground.**

**"****Ali!" Jason yells as he bends down to see if she is okay.**

**Kenneth hears the yelling and runs out to see what is going on. He sees Alison on the ground holding her arm to her chest and Jason standing over her. "Jason, what did you do?!" He screams in his face.**

**"****Dad.. I-I didn't do anything…I"**

**Alison cuts him off, "It was an accident… I was trying to help and my wrist bent back… and popped!" She tells him trying not to cry.**

**Kenneth scooped her up and started walking towards the car with Jason following behind. He turned around, "Go tell your mother, I'm talking her to the emergency room." He tells Jason, who stands there looking lost. "Now!" Kenneth bellows.**

**As they enter the emergency department Kenneth has Alison wrapped protectively under his arm. He steps up to the lady at the desk, "My daughter broke her wrist, I think." He says in a panicked voice.**

**"****Fill out these forms and have a seat." She says in a monotone matter.**

**"****Please, she is in a lot of pain! Isn't there anything you can do?" Kenneth asks in slight desperation.**

**"****Fill out the forms and someone will be with her shortly." She says in the same tone.**

**Kenneth was starting to get really upset, "Look, I can pay whatever…"**

**"****Daddy, I'm okay. Let's fill out the forms." Alison says trying to defuse the situation.**

**He smiles at her, "Okay baby girl." He says taking the clipboard and helping Alison sit down in one of the chairs in the small waiting room. **

**He fills out all the information and takes the papers back to the women. He sits down and puts his arm around Alison gently and she lays her head on his chest. "Do you need anything Al?" He says sweetly.**

**"****No, I'm alright dad." She says trying to smile at him.**

**"****I'm so sorry baby, first day of summer and you are already hurt." He says in an apologetic tone.**

**"****It's okay daddy… it was an accident." She tells him sounding surer than she felt. It was an accident, if she wouldn't have made her mom so angry…**

**"****Alison DiLaurentis?" A tall nurse with salt and pepper hair asks from the door to the ER.**

**"****That's us!" Kenneth says helping Ali up from the chair and to the door. **

**"****What's your birthday dear?" He asks with kind brown eyes.**

**"****July 22, 1994." **

**"****Okay," he says looking at the paper. "I'm Sam and I will be your nurse tonight." He says with a smile. They walk down the hall to a room and he pulls back the curtain, "Please have a seat on the bed," He says moving into the room.**

**Kenneth helps her up and onto the bed and sits in the chair next to her.**

**"****So what happened to your wrist?" He asks standing in front of the computer to type.**

**"****I was h-helping my brother split wood and when I went to hit it, it vibrated up my wrist and there was a loud pop." She says nervously.**

**"****Okay…" He says typing some quick notes. "What's your pain at on a scale of 1-10, one being no pain and ten is the worst pain you've ever felt."**

**She thinks for a minute, "It's really not that bad… a four I guess." **

**"****Do you mind if I look at it and take your vitals?" He asks gently.**

**"****Sure." She says smiling at his kindness.**

**He put a blood pressure cuff on and took her temperature. Then he took her wrist gently looking at it and when he touched it Alison hiss in pain. "Sorry dear." He says as he sets it down gingerly. "Your blood pressure is pretty high; do you want something for the pain?"**

**Alison's eyes are watering from the pain and she nods her head yes not trusting her voice. Kenneth squeezes her leg gently in comfort.**

**"****Are you allergic to any medications?" He asks her.**

**She looks to her dad who shakes his head, "None that we know of."**

**"****Alright, I'll get you some pain meds and the doc should be in shortly." He says patting Alison's shoulder lightly.**

**She smiles, "Thank you!"**

**"****No problem!" He says closing the curtain.**

**The doctor came in right after and sent her down to x-ray to see if there was a break. Sam brought the pain meds before the x-ray technician came to get her. When she got back she was pretty groggy from the pain meds and fell asleep with her dad holding her left hand.**

**About an hour later the doctor came in and got Kenneth and took him into the hall to talk with him as not to disturb Alison. "The x-ray shows a pretty significant break, are you sure she did this splitting wood?" She asks in concern.**

**"****I was down on the beach and heard her brother yell out and when I came over she was lying on the ground holding her wrist." He tells her sincerely.**

**"****Okay… I would just keep an eye out for any other injuries in the future, to be on the safe side." She tells him believing that he didn't do anything to hurt Alison. "Unfortunately we need to keep her over night and have a Specialist look at the x-ray in the morning." She tells him, "She's going to need surgery."**

**Kenneth looks dumbfounded. 'S-Surgery?" He asks.**

**"****Yes, the break will not heal on its own, now we need to see if we can fix it completely or if there will be a deficit." **

**Kenneth's head is spinning, "Thank you, doctor." He says shaking her hand.**

**Sam returns and tells them, they have a semi-private room open for her on the children's ward. **

**Kenneth gently wakes Ali and lets her know what's going on. They allow him to come along to her room and sit with her for a little bit before he had to leave so Alison could get some rest.**

**The next morning Kenneth was there before Alison even woke up. The specialist came and introduced himself to Ali and her dad. "Hi I am Dr. Langford." He says shaking Kenneth's hand.**

**"****I am Kenneth DiLaurentis and this is my daughter Alison." He says kindly.**

**"****Well I have you schedule for surgery in an hour." He says looking at Alison. "We will take you down shortly to start an IV and get you comfortable."**

**Alison nods her head, "What all needs to be done?" She asks nervously.**

**"****We need to put a plate and several screws to set your wrist." He tells her showing on his own wrist were they would put everything. **

**Alison paled a little but nodded her head as her dad rubbed her back for support.**

**A nurse came in to bring Alison down for surgery. "You can come with us Mr. DiLaurentis the nurse said with a smile.**

**"****I'll see you down there!" Dr. Langford tells her lightly patting her shoulder. **

**The surgery goes well and Alison is sent back to her room and given some pain meds. Kenneth sits with her as long as he can and she sleeps most of the day. He kisses her forehead before he has to leave and tells her he will bring Jason and her mom as soon as he can. Alison winces a bit at the mention of her mother and Kenneth notices it, he decides he better try to keep an eye on her when she's around Jessica. **

**When Alison wakes up she feels dull pain in her right wrist and she rolls over on her side and is meet with a pair of light green eyes staring back at her.**

**He smiles brightly, "Howdy… I'm Jacob Carter but most people call me Jake!" He says in a southern drawl.**

**Alison clears her throat and sits up. "Alison DiLaurentis." She says measuring him up, he has dirty blonde hair and piercing green eyes.**

**"****Nice to make your acquaintance." He says with a bit of southern charm.**

**"****So what are you in for?" Alison asks a bit sarcastically.**

**"****Unspecified abdominal pain... or better known as they have no idea what's goin' on." He says laughing a bit.**

**"****Are you from here?" She asks curiously, his accent suggests somewhere more south.**

**"****No, I'm originally from Georgia but we moved to Virginia a few years ago. We have a cabin here near the beach." He tells her.**

**"****Really?" She says, "My family has a cabin on the beach." She smiles at him; he seems like a nice guy.**

**"****Where abouts?" He asks kindly.**

**"****It's the three storey one off Shore Drive."**

**"****I know the one; there usually some pretty wild hoedowns there. Ours is five houses down from you." He says with a chuckle. **

**"****You should come to our end of summer cook out and bonfire. " She suggests deciding he's not so bad, maybe they can be friends.**

**"****Sounds like fun." He says before yawning.**

**"****Get some sleep cowboy." She says with a smile.**

**"****You should too little lady." He says with a wink as he pretends to tip a cowboy hat. **

**That summer Alison and Jake hung out almost every day. He even went with her to her physical therapy as comic relief to help her through the tough days. They hang out at the beach or go to the lighthouse at night to watch the ships pass by and look at the stars. They'd take long wakes on the beach and talk about their hopes and dreams. Alison even confided in him about her mother and how scared she was of her and how she recently became violent towards her. She also told him about the girls and how close they were and about each of their unique quirks and personalities. **

**They were practically inseparable and on the last day of summer he made sure to come to the bonfire party. Alison's parents had returned to Rosewood the day before so that left the cabin to Alison and Jason. The party started at sundown and every sleazy guy Jason knew was there. Alison was desperately looking for Jake everywhere but she couldn't find him.**

**Jason's friends are either high or drunk, or in some case both and Alison has been trying to avoid them at all costs. Unfortunately one of them corners her outside the shed. "Hey Al-i!" Ian says trying to grab her.**

**"****H-Hey Ian…" She says trying to side step him but her wraps his arm around her neck.**

**"****H-Haven't you grown up nice!" He says hiccupping as he pulls her in.**

**"****Let me go Ian!" She yells trying to push him off but her right wrist isn't as strong as it used to be.**

**"****Oh come on Ali… you're wearing a string bikini and these… tiny booty shorts," He says putting his hands on her hips roughly. "It's not nice to t-tease!"**

**He kisses her neck roughly, "Ian stop!" She screams. **

**He laughs, and then he hears a low southern voice, "I think the little lady made it clear that she wants you to leave her alone." Jake says with a growl.**

**Ian turns around still holding onto Alison "Who the fuck do you think you are? Mind your own damn business!" He says as he takes a swing at Jake.**

**Jake ducks and his cowboy hat falls to the ground. Ian releases Alison and focuses on Jake and takes another wild swing, Jake throws a left and it connects right into Ian's nose. Blood pours from his nose and he cusses before running off with his tail between his legs.**

**Alison bends down and picks up Jake's hat and dusts it off before handing it to Jake. "Here cowboy, you lost your hat." She says with a smile.**

**He takes it with a small nod and a smile, "Thank you kindly little lady." He says as he puts it back on his head.**

**"****Thank you for helping me with that douche bag," She says angrily.**

**"****You are very welcome… sorry I was late, my mom needed help packing the house up so we can leave in the morning." He says with a small frown.**

**Alison lifts his chin and kisses his cheek, "I'm just glad that you came when you did!" She smiles at him, her blue eyes sparkled.**

**They walked on the beach away from the loud jackasses making fools of themselves, they could her the faint voice of one of the drunk losers calling for Alison.**

**"****Are they always this bad?" He asks kindly.**

**"****Sometimes worse…" She says looking down at the sand as they walk.**

**"****On behalf of the male species, I surely do apologize." He says with slight bit more southern charm.**

**"****You are too sweet Jake!" She says with a giggle.**

**"****Did they… did they hurt you?" He asks afraid to know the answer.**

**"****They've tried but my friends are usually around for protection." She tells him missing the girls.**

**As they walk for a bit they come up on Jake's house and he stops at the shed. He pulls out a big blanket and some towels, He laid out the blanket on the beach and folded the towels into make shift pillows. "Will you sleep under the stars with me?" He asks so innocently.**

**Alison smiles and nods as the lay down and stare at the stars. Alison snuggles up to Jake and he puts his arm around her. They talk for a bit before falling asleep under the beautiful sky. **

**The next morning the exchange numbers with the promise of texting each other as often as possible and talking at least a few times a month.**

Do you all want to read more?


	2. Chapter 2

**Please keep the reviews, feedback, and/or thoughts coming, I LOVE them and they help motivate me.**

**Enjoy!**

**_Dreams are in Bold and Italics_**

**Flashbacks are in Bold**

_Internal thoughts and text messages are in Italics_

Chapter 2

Friday May 28, 2010 Rosewood, PA

It was the last day of sophomore year and Alison was so ready to be free for the summer. She had met with the girls in the quad before leaving to go to Cape May with her family.

"Okay so you all are coming to Cape May for the weekend for Hanna's birthday right?" Alison asks with a mischievous grin.

"Of course, who do you think is bringing the drinks bitches?!" Hanna says a little too loudly.

"Hanna! Keep it down; I can sneak some from my dad's liquor cabinet too." Spencer says eyeing Hanna.

.

"Noel's going to be and he's single now." Ali says with a wink in Aria's direction.

"I will definitely be there then!" Aria says with a huge grin and a slight blush.

"What about you Em? Are you coming?" Alison asks a nervous slightly distracted Emily.

"Huh?!" Emily asks not really hearing any of the discussion.

"The party… in Cape May… Hanna's birthday bash! Ring any bells?" Hanna says in her usual candor.

"Of course I will, can I bring a friend?" Em asks still a bit apprehensive.

Alison seems slightly upset but she shakes it off, "Who's the lucky guy, Em?" She asks with a knowing smile.

"J-Just a friend, that's all!" Emily squeaks out.

"Go Em!" Hanna says teasingly and winks at her.

"Spill Em, who is it?" Spencer asks joining in on the fun as Alison smiles.

"Come on guys, give her a break!" Aria says grabbing Em's arm and leading her out of the quad

"Don't let them get to you Em." Aria says as she squeezes her in a hug.

"So if Em's bringing a date can we?" Spencer asks.

"Yeah?!" Hanna chimes in.

"The more the merrier!" Alison says, even though she is none too happy about Emily's "friend".

"Maybe you can talk Toby and Caleb in to driving us there?" Aria asks hoping that they will leave poor Em alone who is beet red.

"No problem! Right, Spence?" Hanna says looping her arm through Spencer's as they walk to the parking lot.

"Yeah, I think Toby would be willing to!" Spencer says with a grin.

"Alright then it's set! Two days of drinking and partying with no parents!" Alison says practically bouncing. "Plus Jason's girlfriend CeCe is coming and she has a fake ID so we can get more drinks if we need to." Alison says with a mischievous glint to her blue eyes.

Friday June 4, 2010 Cape May, NJ

Jake was supposed to arrive today and Alison could hardly wait, she'd miss seeing his light green eyes and that sweet smile. Even though they had talked pretty regularly it wasn't the same as being together and reading his face and body language. She had spent most of the day out with CeCe shopping at some of the local shops for the perfect outfits for the weekend and they also stocked up on cups and plenty of alcohol. CeCe even got a keg to be delivered after Ali's parents left for their "Couples trip". Jason and Ali knew that that was code for the finalization of the divorce proceedings. Everything had come to head when Kenneth had found Alison with a black eye and Jessica falling done drunk with bruised knuckles. He lost it and filed for divorce, they had been battling for custody, the house, and control of the company. Unfortunately it wasn't looking good for him getting the house or full custody of Alison. Jason, who was 19, was given the option of where he'd like to stay and he chose to go where ever Ali went to protect her.

It was almost complete dark out as Alison walked on the beach in a yellow sundress and barefoot enjoying the feel of the wet sand. As she heading toward the lighthouse she sees a tall lanky figure with a cowboy hat. She can't help the huge grin as she gets closer, "Hey cowboy!" She yells.

Jake turns as he hears her voice and he smiles at her as she throws herself into his arms. "Why, hello there little lady!" He says squeezing her tight.

"You've grown at least a foot!" She says as he sets her down gently and she looks up at him as he now towers over her a good 8 inches.

"Well aren't you as purdy as a southern belle." He says his eyes light up as he smiles.

"You know how to make a girl swoon." She says shoving him playfully. "You don't look too bad yourself!" She says with a teasing wink. He'd really matured over the year, his face had a bit of peach fuzz and he was starting to get some decent muscles.

"Do you want to sit near the water and catch up?" He asks her taking her arm.

"Sure!" She says letting him lead her to the water's edge.

They set on a good size piece of driftwood, watching as the ships pass. "So what's new with you little lady?" He asks with his twang that she can't help but smile at how adorable it is.

"Well, my parents are officially calling it quits." She tells him.

"Really what caused that?" He asks looking at her sad blue eyes.

"I-I mouthed off and my mother decided to punch me…" She says looking down.

"Alison," He says gently waiting for her to look at him again, "it ain't your fault you hear me? No one deserves to be punched by one of their parents ever."

She nods her head. "I just don't what's going to happen? My dad is trying for custody but they don't usually give it to the father unless it's a good reason."

"Hittin your child isn't good enough?" He asks her concerned.

"Th-There's no proof to say otherwise, I've lied and made up excuses for every time it's happened. Plus I don't exactly have the best reputation in Rosewood… who is going to believe a liar?" She says sadly.

"I believe you Ali." He says genuinely. "Have you told any of your friends?" He asks. "I know you and Em are close." He says kindly.

Alison shakes her head no and cringes at the mention of Emily.

"Okay you better be fixin to tell me what happened between you and Emily!" He says knowing there is something more that she is not sharing. Normally Alison can hide her feelings pretty well but not with him or most of the time not with Emily either.

"This past school year Emily kissed me in the library… I kissed her back and we kissed a few more times at the kissing rock. When we were in the locker room a few weeks before school let out she tried to make a move and I tore her apart like I always do to people, I told her that I liked boys and that those kisses where just for practice." She says ashamed.

"Why do you reckon you did that?" He asks.

"I-I think it's because of all these conflicting feelings I get around her…" She says her eyes shining with unshed tears.

"You love her." He states matter-of-factly.

Alison looks at him stunned, "I'm… I'm not g-gay." She says tripping over the words.

"Okay, well maybe you are bisexual then," He says with a small smile.

"I don't think so... Emily is the only girl that I…. that has ever made me feel this way." She says confused even more.

"Listen here, you don't have to put any type of label on it." He says putting his arm around her.

"I'm having a party for my friend Hanna this weekend and the girls are all coming with dates. Do you want to come?" She asks needing the support.

"Sure, is Emily bringing a date?" He asks knowingly.

"She says it's just a friend but I don't buy that." She says staring out at the waves.

"I would be honored to join ya'll!" He says with his cute goofy grin. "Whelp little lady I reckon I should walk you home as it's gettin kinda late." He says standing and offering her a hand up.

They walk down the beach in a comfortable silence, enjoying each other's company. As they reach the back door of the cabin Ali hugs him tight and kisses his check. "Party starts at 9pm." She says with a smile.

"Do I need to bring anything?" He asks curiously.

"Something to swim in and any drink you like!" She says with a wink.

"Whiskey, got it!" He says as he turns to leave. "Night little lady." He says tipping his hat.

"Night cowboy!" She calls as he walks towards his parents cabin.

Saturday June 5, 2010 the beach – Hanna's party

The girls had arrived a few hours before the party with Toby and Caleb in tow. They all were helping set up the food and the drinks outside. The keg had been delivered and Jason was working on tapping it, CeCe had called in a few favors and got a DJ to come and play some music and they set up a dance floor. Hanna had really come through with several bottles of rum, vodka, and bourbon, Spencer had brought several types of wine and some of her father's scotch. Aria was able to get some wine coolers and several different fruity type drinks.

Toby and Caleb had been stoking the bonfire and colleting bigger pieces of driftwood for people to sit on and roast marshmallows. Emily was pacing with her phone out on the beach, she really hadn't been talking to anyone and she had been all out avoiding Alison which did not sit well with Ali.

"So, where is your hot date Em?" Alison yells in a biting tone.

Emily storms up the beach and looks Alison dead in the eye, "I told you it's not a date!" She pushes past her and walks to the front of the house.

Emily was fuming as a small blue car pulls up. A shorter brunette with black curly hair got out of the passenger seat and beams at Em. "Maya!" Emily cries as she ran to her and gave her a big hug. "I'm so glad you could make it."

"I wouldn't miss it for anything." She says playfully bumping Emily's hip.

Emily leads her out to the beach where the party is starting to pick up, the music is thumping, the drinks are flowing, and the bonfire is raging. She spots the girls all gathered around the tables with food and she grabs Maya's hand to pull her over to the meet them.

Aria smiled when she notices Emily with a new girl, "Hey I'm Aria!" She says extending her hand to Maya.

"Hi, I'm Maya!" She says with smile.

Hanna notices them and comes over wraps her arm around Em. "Hey! What's going on? Introduce me to your friend Em!" Hanna says giggling slightly drunk already.

"Han this is Maya," She turns to Maya with a smile, "this is Hanna!"

"Hanna, I've heard so much about you!" She says smiling.

"Believe all of it!" Hanna says laughing as she hugs Maya.

Spencer smiles behind Hanna and steps up to shake Maya's hand. "Nice to meet you Maya, I'm Spencer."

Sensing Alison's eyes on her Emily turns around. "Hey Ali… this is Maya." She says a bit nervous.

"Alison DiLaurentis" she says crossing her arms defensively as she looks at Maya like she was a bug who needed to be exterminated.

Having just arrived and seeing Alison's demeanor, Jake makes his way over to Ali. "Hey little lady!" He says with a giant smile.

She ran over and throws herself into his arms. "Hey cowboy!" She says hugging him tightly.

Emily is not happy but she tries to shake it off. She grabs Maya's hand and they walk down the beach with the whiskey Em brought with her in her flask.

Alison lets go and steps back to introduce the girls to Jake, she notices a certain brunettes absents. "The blonde over there eating all my food is Hanna!" She says as Hanna looks up guilty. "The cute little brunette over there eyeing Noel is Aria." Aria smiles and blushes as she nods. "And the tall lanky brunette with the brick shit house is Spencer and her boyfriend Toby." Spencer couldn't help but giggle as Toby looked taken aback.

"I'm not that big!" Toby says with his puppy dog blue eyes.

Jake extends his hand to Toby and shakes it "Nice to meet ya'll!", and he tips his hat to the ladies.

"Come on Jake let's get a drink!" Alison says as she grabs his hand and pulls him over to the keg.

Hanna leans over and stage whispers to Aria and Spencer, "Em looked pissed!"

"I know I'm kind of worried about her, should we go check on her?" Aria asks concerned.

Spencer look like she was thinking, "I think we should let her cool down a bit, plus she has Maya to talk to."

Maya and Emily find a secluded little spot on the beach and Maya pulls Emily down to sit. "So what was all that tension with you and Alison?" Maya asks curiously.

Emily shakes her head, "I-it's nothing." She says holding back tears.

"Em?" She says gentle taking her face and pulling her chin up to look into her eyes. "You don't have hide from me." She says gently.

"Alison and I… have a complicated relationship to say the least." She says looking at the waves and thinking, Maya sits and waits patiently.

"Alison has let me kiss her a few times…" She admits still not making eye contact, "and then she tore me apart when I tried to… take it further and she told me it was all for practice."

"Em," she says pulling her into a hug and running her hands through her hair. "I'm so, so sorry that she did that to you!" She says pulling back but still holding onto her arms.

She is just a few inches from her and their eyes connect. Emily bites her lip nervously and stares at Maya's lips. Maya closes the small distance kissing her ever so gently; she pulls back almost immediately and is about to apologies when Emily smashes her lips to Maya's. The kiss is more heated and needy as Emily runs her tongue along Maya's lips.

Alison and Jake walk along the beach with a bottle of whiskey that he brought and she had snatched a bottle of rum. She wanted to forget about Emily and that bitch she brought along. Jake reading her mood pretty well just walked with her but didn't say anything, figuring she'd talk when she was ready.

"Who the fuck does she think she is? Walking in her like she owns the place!" She huffs.

"Who… Emily?" He asks slightly confused.

"No that bitch Mia or whatever?!" She says in irritation.

"Maybe she is really just Emily's friend?" He says trying to be the voice of reason.

"Oh please did you see the way she was practically eye fucking Em!" Alison says taking a swig from her bottle.

"Ali I don't-"

"Logic has no room in this discussion!" She tells him as they walk further down the beach. While their walking Alison notices two figures sitting by the edge of a good sized piece of drift wood. As they get closer she notices that it's Em and that girl and they are pretty heatedly making out. She sees red as she turns on her heels and heads back the opposite direction.

"Ali? Where are you goin?" He asks running after her.

"Away… from here!" She says tears threatening to fall.

He catches up to her and grabs her arm, "Ali talk to me?"

"Can we just… go somewhere? Please!" She says pleading.

"I know just the place!" He says in his deep twang.

They stopped by his shed and grabbed the big blanket and walked out to the pier. He spread out the blanket and they sat and watched the stars and the ships. She finished most of her bottle of Rum and he had all of the whiskey. The last thing either of them remembers is Alison fusing her lips to his and crawling in his lap.


	3. Chapter 3

**Please leave a quick review, some feedback, and/or any thoughts you have! I love hearing from all of you!**

**Enjoy!**

Chapter 3

Sunday June 6, 2010 – The pier

Alison wakes up on the pier because of the blinding sun. She picks up the bottle of whisky and drains the rest. She looks around for Jake but can't find him anywhere. She stands and stretches and chucks the now empty bottle into the ocean. She decides she should probably head back to the cabin and survey the damage from the party.

As she makes her way down the beach she stumbles a bit still pretty drunk from the night before and from the little she just drank. She sees Caleb and Hanna passed out on one of the big beach blankets and there are cans, bottles, and cups tossed about everywhere. She looks for a bit to see if Jake maybe came back down to the beach or crashed inside the cabin.

The girls had all decided to bed down in the living room with all the spare blankets and pillows they could find. Aria called dibs on the couch because she was the only one who hadn't brought a date. Toby and Spencer had cuddle up in front of the fireplace and Caleb and Hanna had fallen asleep on the beach too drunk to walk in form outside. Emily and Maya had found space to sleep behind the couch almost in the dining room. Maya had rolled over in the night and wrapped her arms around Emily who had snuggled into her.

Alison stumbles in still drunk from the night before and she sees everyone still sleeping. "Where's the party at bitches?!"

Everyone jumps up and grabs their heads as they are hit with massive hangovers. Aria isn't quite as hung over and stands up and notices that Hanna and Caleb are missing. "Where are Hanna and Caleb?" She asks slightly panicking.

"Toby and I can check the beach, Aria check the house and Em and Maya see if the wandered down the shore." Spencer deliberates to everyone. "Alison go take a shower, you reek of rum and whiskey!"

"You're such a downer Spence, let's party!" She says as she grabs Spencer and tries to get her dance with her.

"Ali, we need to find Hanna." Aria says trying to get Alison to focus.

"I'm sure she's f-fine!" She says with a hiccup.

Emily gets up from her spot and walks over to rescue Spencer from Ali, who is still trying to get her and now Aria to dance. "Ali… Ali" she spins around and her eyes connect with Emily's.

"Hey Em!" She says while an idea pops into her inebriated mind. "Did you have fun making out with your new girl 'friend'?" She asks air quoting the word friend, her vindictive side coming out.

A blush creeps up Emily face and then she clinches her fists and pushes past Alison, "Fuck you Alison!" She says grabbing Maya's hand and they leave out the front door.

"Em… what?!" Alison says trying to grab her as she passes.

"Really Alison!" Hanna says standing at the back door seeing the whole exchange. She follows Em out to Maya's car.

"Em… wait, please!" She says kindly.

Emily looks over at Maya, "Give me a sec." She tells her. Maya sits in the passenger seat and closes the door giving them some privacy.

"Alison had no right to say those things to you! She's just being her usually bitchy self." Hanna tells her smiling.

"Han, it's true… Maya and I are… together." She says looking down.

"Em, look at me… please." Hanna says waiting for her to look up. "I still love you no matter who you date and so do Spencer and Aria!"

"A-are you sure?" She asks shuffling her feet nervously.

"Get over here!" She says pulling Emily into a hug. "Are you leaving?" She asks pulling back.

"I think it might be wise, I really don't want to deal with Alison." Emily tells her.

"Be safe and I'll see you tomorrow!" She kisses Emily cheek.

"We will be bye Han!"

"Bye Em, love you."

"Love you too!" Emily says as she gets in the car with Maya.

They drive in silence for quite awhile, Maya focusing on the road and Emily staring out the window, the hurt and anger rolling of her waves. After a bit Maya gently grabs Emily's hand, "Em?" She asks softly.

"Yeah?" She asks as she turns from the window to look at Maya.

"Are you embarrassed about our relationship?" She asks carefully not wanting to upset Emily.

"Of course not!" She says squeezing Maya's hand. "I would never be embarrassed of you." She says sincerely.

"Than what is it sweetie?" Maya asks looking at her from the corner of her eye.

"I… I just wanted to tell them in my own time, on my own term that's all!" She says tears threatening to fall.

"Your friends seem like good people." She says smiling.

"They are, we've been through so much together." She says as a few tears escape. "I-I just don't want to lose them that's all." She says wiping at her eyes with the back of her hand.

"I don't think you need to worry about that." She tells her with convection.

"I could kill Alison!" She says losing her temper a bit as she thinks of what Alison had done.

"She's definitely a piece of work!" Maya says dismissively.

"You don't know the half of it!" Emily says rolling her eyes.

"Tell you what! How about we go get some breakfast at some greasy dinner and then we will roll down the windows and sing our hearts out till we get to Rosewood!" She says excitedly.

"Deal!" Emily says with a giggle.

Hanna comes back into the cabin and grabs Alison by her arm and drags her upstairs and throws her in the freezing cold shower.

Alison squeals and tries to get out, Hanna shoves her back. "Don't you get out of there to you fucking sober up and wash up you smell terrible!" She says as she closes the shower. "I'll leave your clothes on the sink." She says before leaving the bathroom.

She heads down the hall and grabs a blue sundress, a bra, and a pair of underwear. She knocks and hears a sob and then "Come… in."

She opens the door and Alison's still crying lightly. "Ali? Are you okay?" Hanna asks a bit worried.

"Y-yeah I'm fine; I'll be out in a bit." She says trying to keep her voice even.

She hears the door close softly and she sinks down and loses it, she wanted to hurt Emily in the heat of the moment but now she feels horribly guilty. She had no right to out Emily like that.

Hanna comes back down the stairs to find everyone in the kitchen, Spencer's making coffee and Toby is working on some pancakes and bacon. Aria and Caleb are nowhere to be seen. "Where's Aria and Caleb?" She asks as she sits at the kitchen island.

"They're outside surveying the damage and picking up trash." Toby says flipping the pancakes and putting some on a platter.

Spencer comes over and grabs the spatula from Toby and kisses him sweetly. "Can you go help Caleb and send Aria in so use girls can talk please?" She says batting her eyes at him.

"Of course babe." He says kissing her forehead.

Spencer puts some bacon on and gets down some plates as Aria comes in. Aria sits down next to Hanna. "So what are we going to do to fix this mess?" Hanna asks them as she sighs.

Aria shrugs, "Why'd she say that about Emily and Maya?"

"B-Because it's true… she and Maya are dating." Hanna tells them feeling bad that Alison had thrown her under the bus like that ", and now she's embarrassed."

"She doesn't need to be embarrassed we love her and support her no matter what!" Spencer says feeling bad that Emily was so upset.

"Yeah she's still Em!" Aria chimes in.

"We just need to be there for her." Hanna adds.

They here footsteps coming down the stairs and Alison comes around the corner looking a bit worse for the wear. She sits down at the end of the island and Spencer slides her a cup of coffee and a plate with bacon and pancakes.

"Thanks… Spence." She says not looking up.

"You're gonna need it!" Hanna says a bit angry.

They sit and eat in relative silence, Alison avoiding eye contact with the other three. Spencer made up two plates and took them out to Toby and Caleb who were throwing a football around instead of cleaning.

They decided to sit in the living room to talk. Hanna speaks first, "So what was all that about this morning? You and Em have always had a special bond."

"I don't know?! Okay, I just was drunk and it slipped out." Alison says defensively.

"Nothing you say is ever an accident Alison, you wanted to hurt her!" Spencer says, knowing how calculated Alison truly is.

Alison bites her tongue, she wants to lash out and rip them to shreds, what right do they have to gang up on her.

Aria looks at her and touches her arm gently, "You love Em, don't you?"

Alison jumps up, "I don't have to sit here and explain myself!"

"Yeah you do!" Hanna says getting in her face. "Emily has always been there for you and this is how you repay her?" Hanna says poking Alison in the chest.

"Don't push me Hanna." She says her voice getting dangerously low, Hanna huffs in frustration and sits back down.

"Alison please… talk to us!" Aria says trying to break the tension.

Alison can feel the tears starting to fall and she looks away. "I-" She tries to speak but the flood gates open again.

Aria walks over to her and pulls her into a hug. "Ali, she'll forgive you."

"She, shouldn't…" She whispers and Aria just barely hers it.

"Ali no more games, what is up with you and Emily?" Spencer says gentle.

"I-I care about her…" She says barely audible. "It's too late."

"Ali, it's never too late!" Aria says rubbing her arm comfortingly.

Hanna smiled, "Hey I got an idea! We should watch _Mean Girls_ and eat some junk food before we have to leave?"

Alison can't help but smile and nod. Aria and Spencer agree and they grab Caleb and Toby to run to the store for popcorn and snacks.

When they got back the boys decided to play football and swim for a bit while the girls' veg out and watch the movie.

.

After the movie Alison walked the girls and Toby and Caleb out to the car. She hugged each of them and Hanna pulled her in tight. "It'll work out, ok!" She smiles at Ali and she weakly smiles back.

"Are you going to be alright here by yourself?" Spencer asks with a bit of concern.

"I'll be fine, CeCe and Jason will be back later tonight and my parents will be here sometime this week hopefully." Spencer nods and gets in the car. She stands in the drive way and waves.

She goes back in the cabin and goes upstairs and sends Em a quick text.

_Em, I'm so sorry for what happened this morning, text me!_

_~Ali_

She sets her phone on the bed side table and lays down exhausted. She falls asleep still slightly hung-over and head pounding.

After a really fun road trip home with Maya Emily had dinner with her mom and decided to take a shower and go to bed early as she didn't get much sleep. After her shower she grabs her phone and notices she has 3 new messages. The first one from Alison then Hanna and finally one from Maya,

_Hanna: Hey Em I just wanted to let you know that Spencer, Aria, and I love you and are there for you no matter what. We love you Em!_

_Emily: Thank you and Han, tell the girls I said thank you and I love you all too._

Then she looked at Maya's message.

_Maya: Thank you for inviting me to your friend's birthday party and including me. I had a really great time and can't wait to see you again. Sleep well! xoxo_

_Emily: I had a really great time, we will have to do it again soon! Sleep well xoxo_

She decided to ignore Alison's text for now as she was not in the mood to deal with Alison's crap or her drama.

"Hey Ali! Where are you?" Ali sits up at CeCe's voice.

"I'll be down in a minute!" She yells back as she grabbed her phone and saw that there was no new messages. She leaves her phone and heads down stairs to find CeCe and Jason with a giant pizza and beers.

"So how was the party girlfriend?" CeCe asks putting her arm around Ali.

"It was okay." She mumbles as she grabs some pizza and a beer.

"Just okay?" Jason asks, "all that alcohol and it wasn't a rager?"

"Em and I kind of got into it." She says opening her beer and taking a sip.

"What happened baby girl?" CeCe asks concerned.

"I don't want to talk about it." She says noticing Jason is listening.

CeCe notices and she looks at Jason, "Hey babe can you run to the store and get us something sweet for later?"

Jason kisses her gently and grabs his keys, "Sure babe!"

After Jason leaves, CeCe turns toward Ali, "Spill!" She tells her.

"Emily brought a 'friend' and when Jake and I were walking on the beach I say them making out." She says in a bit of rush.

"Em's got a boyfriend?" She asks not understanding why Alison is upset.

"No, a girlfriend." Alison says picking at her pizza.

"Oh!" CeCe says in understanding. "You like Em." She states more than asks.

"I… I don't know!" Alison says her feelings at war.

"Ali, you don't have to have all the answers right now." She says with a smile, hugging her tightly.

"It doesn't matter any way I fucked up… I outed her to the girls this morning because I was pissed." She says looking ashamed.

"Give her some time Ali, she'll get over it." CeCe tells her sincerely.

"Thank you CeCe!" Alison says feeling a little bit better.

"No problem baby girl!" She grinned at her and bumped her with her hip.

When Jason came back they made themselves some huge ice cream sundaes and played some card games.
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Chapter 4

Saturday June 26, 2010 – The beach

Alison hadn't heard from Jake or Emily in three weeks and she was starting to worry, she tried texting them and even called Jake a few times to no avail. Alison had been walking past his cabin almost every day to see if he or his parents were there. She decided to walk down to the pier and sit and watch the surfers and the boats for awhile. She lies back on her arms and dozes off for a bit, she wakes to someone sitting next to her.

She sits up and blinks a few times, "Cowboy!" she says hugging him tight. "Where have you been? I was so worried about you!"

"I'm sorry little lady!" He says with a sincere smile. "We had to make an emergency trip to Virginia as my pappy was in the hospital."

"I'm so sorry. Is he okay?" Alison asks with concerned.

"Yeah, he'll be fine. They reckon it's from the stress of him running the farm all by his lonesome." He says looking a bit sad.

"What else is wrong?" She asks sensing something else was bothering him.

"We have to cut our stay and leave at the end of July because my uncle can only help out till then," His says looking at her sadly.

"So we have about a month before you leave then. At least you'll be her for my birthday!" She says trying to cheer him up.

"I wouldn't miss it for the world!" He says with a big grin. "Are your friends going to be able to make it?"

""Spencer and Toby are coming along with Hanna and Caleb a bit before the party. I am not sure if Aria will be back from Europe by then or not." She says looking sad. "CeCe and Jason are coming with a few of their friends."

"What about Em?" He asks nonchalantly.

"She still won't talk to me! I've texted, called, hell I even sent her a letter!" She says angrily. "She won't even let me explain or anything!" She huffs out.

"Give her time Ali." He says putting his arm around her gently. "She's probably still processing."

"Now go get your city girl ass in your bathing suit and lets surf." He said with a giggle.

"So you surf, cowboy? Well aren't you full of surprises?!" She said giggling.

They spent the rest of the day with Jake trying to help Alison get up alone on her surfboard.

"Can't I just ride on it lying down?" She asks as she gets more frustrated.

"Come on city girl are you gonna let this ol' cowboy show you up?" He says mockingly.

Alison's competitive side starts to come out and she is bound and determined to show him up. She lays down on her board and waits… She gets the perfect wave and pushes up strong as she balances on the board and is able to ride the wave almost all the way to the beach.

He runs up to her and picks her up and spins her, as he sets her down she stumbles a bit and turns a little green. "Are you okay little lady?" He asks concerned.

She shakes her head to clear it. "Yeah, I think I've just been out in the sun too much."

"Let me help you home so you can rest little lady." He says wrapping his arm around her waist.

"That might be a good idea." She says as she feels a bit queasy.

As their walking Ali stumbles and falls, Jake picks her up with ease, and she wraps her arms around his neck. She rests her head on his chest and closes her eyes, normally she would have played it off and said she was fine but she felt safe with Jake.

When they arrive at the cabin no one else is home so Jake carries Alison upstairs and puts her gently on the bed. He gets her a glass of water and a cool rag. Alison's parents still hadn't made it back from the court hearing and Jason and CeCe most likely would be out till later the next day.

Alison took off to the bathroom in a flash; she crouched over the toilet and the contents of her stomach empty as she shakes. Jake runs in and pulls her hair back and lightly rubs her back. After the shakes and heaving stop he carefully lifts her up, and carries her to her room and sets her on her bed. He tucks her in and kisses her forehead softly before her turns to leave so she can rest.

"J-Jake?" Alison asks weakly.

"Yes little lady?" He says sweetly.

"C-Can you stay… pl-please?" She asks trembling slightly.

"Sure darlin." He says sitting down on the chair next to her bed.

"C-Can you snuggle w-with me, pl-please? I'm c-cold." She asks him shivering.

He lays down next to her and holds her close, it's nice but it's not the same as the few times she stayed at Emily's and Em got brave and held her as they slept, Emily was muscular but soft in all the right places.

The next morning Alison woke up alone in her bed, the shaking had stopped and her stomach had mostly calmed down. She gets up and stretches when she hears someone down stairs, she assumes it's Jason. She decides to take a quick shower before heading down to find something to eat.

As she's in the shower her mind keeps wondering to a certain brunette, she's tried to call her and text her to no avail. She still couldn't figure out why it bothered her so much that Emily was kissing Maya, after all she liked guys! She just kept wishing that it was her who Em wanted to kiss.

She heads downstairs to the wonderful smell of something coming from the kitchen. "What smells so good Jas…" She stops as she sees Jake standing at the stove with a smile.

"Howdy! How'd you sleep little lady?" He says as he turns back to what he's making.

"Not too bad, thank you for staying with me." She says as she walks over to the stove to see what he's cooking. "Whatcha making?"

"It was my genuine pleasure to stay and I'm making down home breakfast tacos." He tells her. "Now sit down and I'll bring you some grub."

"Tacos for breakfast?" She asks skeptical.

"Don't knock it till you try it darlin." He says as he slides a plate in front of her.

She takes a bite and sighs, "So good!" She didn't realize how hunger she was till she started eating.

"Whoa, slow down little lady!" He says with a grin as he sits next to her with his plate.

"Sorry…" She says with a giggle, "I'm starving!"

"Glad you feel better darlin', you had me worried." He says taking another bite.

"Sorry, I think I got too much sun yesterday." She says feeling bad that she had made him worry.

"Yeah you definitely got sunburn!" He says touching her cheek gently."I have just the cure for ya!" He smiles at her. "I'll be right back."

While Jake is gone Alison decides to clean up the kitchen since he was kind enough to make her breakfast. As she is finishing up Jake returns with a box of tea, "Ok?" Alison asks looking at the box in his hand.

"My me-maw used to use the bags for our sunburns when we were youngins." He tells her grabbing a teapot and sitting it on the stove.

After brewing some of the tea and letting them cool a bit, Jake wipes them over her sunburn as gently as possible. "Before you go to bed take a lukewarm bath and reapply!" He says with a grin.

"Thank you Jake… for everything!" She says with a smile.

"Well I hate to run little lady but my pop is fixin to head back to the farm to check on my papa and uncle, he ask me to come along." He says looking a little sad.

"No problem cowboy!" She says as she kisses his cheek lightly. "Just be back for my birthday please!"

"I wouldn't miss it for the world darlin'!" He says tipping his hat.

* * *

><p>Thursday July 15, 2010 Cape May, NJ – Ali's room at the cabin<p>

_Alison: Em please talk to me!_

Alison refused to beg but she was getting close to it!

_Alison: Em it's been over a month, I miss you!_

_Alison: Are you still that mad?!_

Alison was getting desperate; it felt like forever since she had talked to Em.

_Alison: I can't celebrate my 16__th__ without you!_

Emily couldn't help herself she picked up her phone and shot Alison a quick text. Finally Alison heard the notification go off on her phone.

_Emily: FINE!_

_Alison: So does that mean you forgive me?_

She typed hopefully, she'd missed her terribly.

_Emily: I guess…_

Emily didn't want to forgive her but she had been thinking about Ali more and more recently.

_Alison: See that's why I love you Em! You are the sweetest, most kind person I know!_

_Emily: You can stop buttering me up…_

She was glad Alison couldn't see her as she was blushing but she knew Ali and Alison always had an ulterior motive.

_Emily: What is it Ali?_

_Alison: Nothing much!_

Emily knew her to well no matter how hard she tried to let people in, Em had snuck in.

_Emily: Ali?!_

_Alison: Can it just be you when you come…._

She prayed a little as she hit send; she was not in the mood to deal with the parasite that is Maya.

_Emily: Are the girls coming?_

Emily had a plan forming; she just needed to set the bait.

_Alison: Yes of course! _

_Where is she going with this?_

_Emily: Are they brining their boyfriends with them?_

_Alison took the bait._

_Alison: I don't see why that matters?_

_Was it so wrong for her to want just Emily to come?_

_Emily: Alison?_

Emily is getting frustrated and it feels like it takes Alison forever to answer her back. Finally she hears the familiar sound of her text notifications.

_Alison: Yes…_

Alison really wanted to lie but she can't stand lying to Emily, not when she gives her those puppy dog eyes and that look of disappointment when she found out.

_Emily: Well then, I'm bringing my girlfriend!_

Emily typed furiously; she was tired of playing these games with Alison. Alison could never love her the same way Emily loved Alison.

_Alison: Well good, my boyfriend will be there too!_

She knew it was a lie but she couldn't help herself, she felt the need to hurt Emily like she was hurting. After that Emily didn't text her back and she was starting to feel guilty, she hates that she gets so upset that Em had a girlfriend. She just missed having all of Emily's attention; she liked guys anyway, so maybe she could date Jake… Who is she kidding Jake is sweet and kind but she saw him as more of a friend than a boyfriend. As she sitting there thinking she hears the ding of a text message, thinking that it's Em she grabs it off her bed.

_Unknown: Are you losing the loyal one? Keep your friends close!_

_~A_

_Alison: Who is this?_

Alison's not in the mood for someone's stupid prank.

_Alison: Jason if this is you… I swear I will end you!_

_Unknown: You won't see me coming bitch! When you come home I will end you!_

_Kisses, ~A _

Alison felt her stomach drop and she started feeling sick, if this isn't Jason or one of his douche friends then who the hell is it! Jason and CeCe went out for a date and it was just her by herself. Jake still wasn't back from their farm yet and she would give anything for him to be back. _Get it together… You are Alison DiLaurentis the biggest bitch there is, nothing scares you! _
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Chapter 5

Thursday July 22, 2010 – The party

The week has slowly dragged by and Alison hasn't heard anything from Emily or Jake and she was starting to worry that neither one would be there tonight for her birthday. She hadn't got any more mysteries texts so she was starting to think that it was somebody messing with her. She decided to text Hanna to make sure at least Em was coming to her party.

_Alison: Hanna can you make sure Em comes for the party? It wouldn't be the same without her!_

_Hanna: Oh, she's coming! Even if I have to drag her scrawny toned ass there!_

_Alison: Really Han?_

_Hanna: What… she has a nice ass; don't tell me you haven't noticed!_

_Alison: I don't make a habit of staring at my friends asses!_

_Hanna: Ali, you don't have to be coy with me! I've seen you check out Emily before!_

_Alison: Hanna I'm NOT gay!_

_Hanna: No one said you are Ali! There are other options you know?_

_Alison: WE ARE SO NOT TALKING ABOUT THIS HANNA MARIN!_

_Hanna: Relax Ali… your secret is safe with me! ;D_

_Hanna: Love you Ali!_

_Alison: Uh huh sure…_

_Hanna: I'm pretty sure Em likes you too!_

_Alison: Don't make me change my mind on having you come!_

_Hanna: Caleb got the fireworks…_

_Alison: Fine, you can still come but don't push it Marin!_

_Hanna: Happy birthday Ali! Love ya!_

_Alison: Whatever Hanna… I'll see you in a few hours!_

_Alison: Love ya too Han!_

Alison's moping on her bed waiting for a text from either Em or Jake when she hears CeCe calling from downstairs. "Ali…Hey Alison? Where the hell are you?'

"Up here Ce!" She yells from the bed.

CeCe makes her way up the stairs and down the hall to Alison's room. She sees Alison still in a tank top and booty shorts. "You need to get your cute lil ass up…" She says smacking Alison's butt, "and dressed for your sweet 16 party!"

Alison can't help but giggle and smile, "Nobody calls it 'sweet 16' anymore Ce!"

"Call me old fashioned!" She says swatting at her playfully. "Now why are you not up and ready to get your party on?"

"I'm not in the mood to party CeCe!" She says with a bit of a whine.

"What have you done with the party girl Alison DiLaurentis I know and love?" She asks looking a bit worried. "Are you and Em fighting again?" Alison had confided in CeCe about what happened with Emily in the library and in the locker room.

"She's bringing her girlfriend!" Alison says like that explains it all.

CeCe gives her a knowing look. "You know I ship you Em like crazy!"

Alison looks at here slightly confused, "You do what now?"

"I ship Emison!" CeCe says with a big smile.

Alison looks at her like she grew another head. "Emison?!"

"Yeah… you know Emily and Alison…" She says explaining with her hands and putting the two names together. "Emison!" Tada!

"Really?!" Alison says with a slight blush. "CeCe I like guys." She says more to convince herself than CeCe.

"Whatever you say girl! Now let's find you something to wear!" She says as she walks over to Alison's closet and starts looking through it.

"I'm going to take a quick shower first, be right back!" Ali says grabbing her yellow bikini and a towel.

She lets the water run over her for a bit and wash away all the doubts she feeling. Hanna promised that she would make sure Emily would be there. Before he left Jake had promised he would be there as well, she just needed to relax. She blow dries her long blonde hair, letting her hair do its natural curls. She decides to put on a bit of light make up to cover the circles under her eyes.

She comes back into her room to find CeCe holding a pair of cut off jean shorts and a sheer white shirt. "You look hot in that bikini Ali!" She says with a smile.

"You are dating my brother… remember?!" She says winking at her as she takes the clothes.

"Maybe I picked the wrong DiLaurentis!" She says teasingly as she swats Alison's butt again.

"CeCe I didn't know you swung that way?" Alison asks with a smirk.

CeCe lounges on her bed, "What can I say, I like both!"

Alison shouldn't be surprised CeCe is a free spirit and all. "How do you…" Alison can't get the words to come out.

"When did I figure out I liked both?" CeCe finishes for Ali as she sits up to look at Ali.

"Well…yeah?" Alison asks as she sits across from her.

"I was about your age actually!" She says grabbing Alison's hand reassuringly. "I fell for one of my friends once… the only difference is she did not feel the same way!"

"Em has a girlfriend!"

"Please, I've seen the way she looks at you Ali! She's got it bad for you." CeCe says rolling her eyes.

Alison is about to say something snarky when she hears a knock from the front door. "We'll finish this later!" She says turning on her heels and making her way down the stairs. When she opens the door Hanna pulls her into a huge hug.

"Happy birthday Ali!" She says as she lets her go. "You look hot," she elbows Caleb, "doesn't she?"

Caleb clears his throat, "Yeah but not as hot as you!" He kisses her deeply.

"Alright, alright keep it in your pants!" She says rolling her eyes.

"Hey Caleb why don't you go set up the fireworks and the sound system with Toby!" She says with a smile. "Spencer and Aria are already out there helping too."

Caleb smiles at her and heads to the back of the cabin before turning to Alison, "Oh yeah happy birthday."

"Thanks Caleb." She says with a little smile.

"Okay spill!" Hanna says as she pulls Alison to the couch.

"Spill what?" Alison asks slightly confused.

"What is up with you and Em?" Hanna asks looking into Alison's eyes.

"Nothing…" Alison says defensively.

"Come on Ali? Something has been off with you two for awhile, every since our English assignment on _Great Expectations_." Hanna says looking at her knowingly.

Alison sits there looking dazed. "Come on Ali, I'm smarter than most people think!" Hanna says only half joking.

"Em may have kissed me…" Alison started to say.

"When?" Hanna practically yells cutting Alison off.

"In the library…" She says in almost a whisper.

"Ok… but that doesn't explain why Em is so pissed with you?" Hanna says looking at Alison. "Come on Ali…. There is something you are not telling me!" She says reaching out and touching Alison's arm gently.

"I-I sort of tore her apart in the locker room and said some pretty terrible things to her." Alison admits feeling horribly guilty.

"Alright let's hear it!" Hanna says waiting for her to explain, "Alison what did you say?" She says a little more fiercely.

"I told her that the kiss was for practice and that I like boys… I couldn't help it, I just lashed out!" Alison says standing up and pacing angrily. "And now she probably won't be here for my birthday and she is the only one that I really wanted to see… no offence Hanna." She says feeling a little guilty for saying the last part out loud.

"None taken and she is going to be here Alison, okay. She had to stop and pick up your present that she ordered…" Hanna pauses, she wasn't suppose to tell Alison that it just kind of slipped out because she wanted her to know that Emily did still care.

"She special ordered me something?" Alison says in almost a whisper.

"I never said that!" Hanna says trying to act innocent.

"Han…" As Alison was preparing to grill her Emily walks in the front door followed by Maya and Alison blood runs cold.

"Are we interrupting something?" Emily asks as she looks at the scene in front of her. Hanna's standing with her arms crossed and Alison is standing a few inches from her with her fist clenched at her sides.

Hanna tries to ease the tension. "Nope, not all we were just trying to figure out who was going to get the booze. I said Alison should go since she has the fake ID and that you could drive since you've had your license the longest!" She says with a smile. "Plus I thought it would give me and Maya a chance to bond."

Emily looks skeptical and looks to Alison, "Ali?"

Alison smiles at Hanna for saving her from the awkward situation, "Yeah… If that is okay with you, that is?" She says her blue eyes locking with Emily's brown.

"O-Of course, is that cool with you Maya?" She asks looking at Maya who looks slightly confused.

"We'll be fine! Won't we Maya!" Hanna says lacing her arm through Maya's and dragging her toward the back door.

"Y-yeah s-sure." She says giving Em a feeble smile.

The drive to the nearest liquor store is relatively quite as Alison sits in the passenger seat and picks at her nails. Emily tries to keep her eyes on the road and she can't help to look at Alison and ask, "So who's your boyfriend?"

"My boyfriend?" She asks confused at first. "Oh yeah my boyfriend!" She kicks herself mentally, _smooth one DiLaurentis smooth! _"Yeah, his name is Jake and he is from Virginia. We meet last summer when I broke my arm, w-we just started dating so…" She noticed that Emily was gripping the steering wheel so tight her knuckles were turning white.

"Th-That's nice." Emily says with a forced smile as she parks the car.

"Yeah… do you want to come inside with me?" Alison asks a bit nervously.

"S-Sure." Emily says as she gets out of the car.

As they're walking through the store they stop at the rum and they both stop and laugh. "Remember last year when Hanna spiked the punch at prom?" Emily asks giggling.

"How can I forget?" Alison says laughing so hard she's almost crying. "We had to practically tackle her to drag her off the stage and she kept trying to belt out Beyoncé and screaming 'I'm the queen bitches!'"

Emily can't help but smile at Alison as she notices the little dimple that shows up only when she is really happy on her left cheek. "Ali," She says waiting for Alison to look at her. "I'm sorry I overreacted can we just forget about it and just be friends again?"

Alison smiles at her and lace her arm through Emily's, "Em! We'll always be friends!" She says her blue eyes sparkling. "No let's grab some booze and get this party started!"

When the pull up in front of the cabin Emily grabs Alison arm before she can get out, "Hey Ali!," She says as she reaches in her pocket. "I wanted to give you your present before we go in." She shakily hands her a small satin blue bag.

Alison takes it and carefully opens it and dumps a silver bracelet into her hands. "Em… It's beautiful!" She says looking at it carefully and noticing the charms.

Emily smiles brightly, "I thought you'd like it."

Alison looks at it closely there is a small Eiffel Tower, a book with _Great Expectations _imprinted on it, and a silver heart, Alison plays with the heart as she beams.

"O-Open it." Emily says with a glint in her eyes.

Alison carefully opens it and looks at E.F. + A.D. "Em…" she says her eyes swirling with emotion "can you help me put it on?"

"O-Of course." Emily squeaks and with trembling hands she fumbles with the clasp before final linking it together.

Ali grabs her hands and smiles at her and leans forward a few inches from Em.

A loud thump makes the two jump away from each other. It's Caleb and Toby knocking on the car. "Hey we're here to help you car in the liquor!" Caleb says excitedly.

"Pop the trunk and we can handle the rest." Toby says with his cute goofy grin.

Alison shakes it off and gets out of the car and darts for the beach. Emily slides out of the seat and looks at Toby and Caleb. "Th-Thanks." She says with a shaky smile before following after Alison.

As she made her way toward the beach she saw Jake standing there with a box in his hand and smiling brightly at her. "Cowboy!" She says with a huge grin as she runs toward him and jumps into his arms. He stumbles back and catches her as he drops the box.

"Hey little lady." He says as he squeezes her as she eases out of his arms. He bends down and picks up the box. "This is for you." He says handing her the box.

She opens it and finds a white Stetson, "It's gorgeous Jake!"

He takes it out and puts it on Alison's head gently. "There darlin' it's perfect." He says, his green eyes shining.

"Thank you!" She says kissing his cheek. As she steps back she notices Emily's eyes are trained on her looking sad. "We should go join the others." She says grabbing his hand and dragging him towards her friends. "Last time you really didn't get a chance to know them very well."

Jake smiles and steps up to the first person he sees, who happens to be Emily, "Nice to see you again… Emily right?" He says with a friendly smile.

"Y-yes and you must be Ali's boyfriend Jake…" She says clenching her teeth.

"Her what now…" He feels a sharp jab to his side and looks over at Ali who's nodding fiercely. "Yeah… that's me!" He says back tracking a bit. "It's a pleasure to meet you!" He says shaking her hand.

As much as Emily would love to hate him she can't help but to smile back at him. "You too!"

"You have a mighty strong grip there!" He says as she releases her hand. "Do you play any sports?"

"Actually yeah, I'm a swimmer." She says blushing.

"It shows." He says with a wink. "I swim at my school too."

Alison did not like that Jake and Emily seem to be hitting it off, she grabs a drink and CeCe grabs her. "So how's it going?" She asks her with a smile.

"Just great." She says with disdain.

"Who got you the charm bracelet?" She asks as the bracelet catches her attention.

"Em." She grumbles as she looks over at Jake and Emily who are giggling and talking.

"Emily got you that?" She says her eyes gleaming, "it's beautiful!" CeCe says giving her a look.

"Not right now Ce!" She says dejectedly.

"Why are you so down?" CeCe asks concerned. "It's your party!"

"I just don't like how close Em and Jake are!" She says with a bit of a whine to her voice.

"Why babe?" She asks slightly confused. "They are two of the most important people in your life, so isn't this a good thing?" She asks pointing at the two who are acting like old friends.

"I-I don't know Ce!" Alison says with tears brimming her eyes.

"Could it be that you are jealous? They both are usually hanging off ever word you say but now you feel left out." CeCe asks knowingly.

"When you say it like that it makes me sound so shallow!" Alison says getting a bit upset.

CeCe smiles at her, "No sweetie, you just like being queen B that's all! And that's not always a bad thing!" She says hugging her tight. "Now let's get this party started!" She says pulling Alison towards the blankets lying out on the beach.

Aria is talking with one of CeCe's friends, Ezra and they seem to be flirting pretty hardcore. Hanna and Maya are talking animatedly and laughing, Hanna smile as Alison and CeCe walk towards them. "You ready for the fireworks?" Hanna asks with a smile

"Sure." Alison says smiling weakly.

Hanna walks over to Toby and Caleb to let them know they are ready to start the fireworks. Maya smiles at Alison and digs in her purse, she pulls out a small wrapped gift and hands it to Alison. "I got you a little something for your birthday!"

Alison takes it and unwraps a leather bond journal, she smiles and opens it. The pages are gold leafed on the edges and the paper is handmade. "Em said you like to write, so I thought you might like it." Maya says a little nervously.

"It's very nice, thank you Maya." Alison says giving her a small hug.

"Hey everyone!" Jason's booming voice comes over the speakers. "Today is my baby sisters 16th birthday and what better way to celebrate then fireworks!" He says as everyone cheers. "So happy birthday Ali, love you! Let's get this party booming!" He says starting some music as Toby and Caleb start getting ready.

Everyone finds a spot on the blankets, Alison sits with Jake on one side and Emily on the other. Alison brushes her hand against Emily's and it sends a tingle through her whole body. Emily holds as still as possible afraid if she moves Alison will take her hand away. Alison sneaks a look at Em and smirks a little at her. Emily tucks some hair behind her ear nervously. Alison wraps her pinkie around Em's and Emily blushes at the contact, it's times like this that she wonders if Alison thinks of her as more than a friend. Maya leans her head on her shoulder to watch the fireworks and Em is grateful that she can't see Alison hand on hers.
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Chapter 6

Friday July 23, 2010 – The beach

Everyone decided to sleep outside on the blankets as it was a beautiful night. Emily was awoken by the sound of a text message notification. She sits up and fishes her phone out of her pocket and notices it's a picture message from a blocked number. She clicks on it and she gasps at the image, it's Alison on Jake's lap and their lips are fused together. She feels rage bubble up inside her at the sight, she thought that Jake really meant nothing to her and she just said that he was her boyfriend to make her jealous. She gets another text from the same blocked number.

_Blocked: Looks like Alison has a shiny new toy to replace you!_

_~A_

Emily gently shook Maya to wake her up. "Hey." She says gently trying not to wake up anyone else, especial Alison who was lying right next to her. Maya stirred a little so she tried again, "Maya…"

Maya sits up rubbing her eyes and looks over at Emily, "Em? Are you okay sweetie?" She asks in concern as her eyes are shining with tears and her fists are clenched at her sides.

"Y-Yeah, I was just, wanting to head home if that's alright with you." She says looking dejected.

"Sure… whatever you want Em." She says with a reassuring smile.

Emily stands up and helps Maya up and they walk to the car. Emily turns back and glances back to look at Alison who has snuggled up with Jake at some point and a sadness creeps over her.

Alison feels her phone vibrate in her pocket and she slides out of Jake's strong hold carefully as not to wake him. As she looks at her phone, she sees that it's a message and picture from the same blocked number. She takes a shuddering breath and opens the message, the picture is from the night of Hanna's birthday and it's her on Jake's lap and they are kissing.

_I wonder how Emily feels after looking at this. You're days are numbered bitch!_

_Kisses,_

_~A_

_FUCK! Where's Emily? _Alison jumps up and notices that Emily is no longer lying beside her and Maya is gone as well. "Shit!" She hisses and takes off to search the cabin.

"Ali? What's wrong darlin'?" Jake asks standing and following her into the cabin.

She hears Jake but is too focused on finding Emily to really say anything. She looks in the kitchen and living room but nothing. She hears Jake coming in the back door as she runs up the stairs. "Ali?" He says as he follows her up.

Alison is frantically searching each room and bathrooms but there is no trace of her. She tries to push past Jake but he grabs her arm spinning her around. "Jake not right now, ok?" She says in a whisper, tears forming in her eyes. He loosens his grip and she flies down the stairs and out the front door.

The first thing she notices is that Emily's car is gone and she falls to her knees on the driveway tears streaming down her cheeks.

Jake comes out of the door and sees Alison collapse to the ground in tears. "Little lady!" He says as he runs toward her and kneels beside her. "What's wrong?"

She shakes her head, unable to speak as she shudders and sobs rack her body. She opens her phone and finds the picture and hands him it with trembling hands. As he looks at it his face falls, "D-Did Emily get the same message?" He asks concern coloring his voice.

She looks up at him broken heartedly and squeaks out, "I-I think so…" She says as she is overtaken with sobs.

"Oh darlin', I'm sorry." He says putting his arm around her and she throws herself into his arms. He rocks her gentle while whispering, "It's gonna be alright." She buries her face in his chest and breaks down.

After holding her for awhile he ease her back and looks at her, "Do you wanna talk about it?" He asks his kind piercing eyes looking into her watery blues.

"There's nothing to talk about…" She says as she stands up, "I fucked up!" She can feel her walls starting to build back up; she let herself be too weak and vulnerable.

"Alison?" He starts worriedly.

"It's fine Jake." She says curtly as she heads for the cabin. "I'll talk to you later, okay?"

"Alright, whatever you need little lady." He says with a smile as he turns to leave.

"Oh and Jake," She says waiting him to turn around, "thanks." She says with a bit of a forced smile.

"No problem darlin'" He says tipping his hat.

As Alison enters the cabin she hears voice coming from the kitchen and pans clanging. The smell of coffee wafts through from the kitchen. Alison runs her fingers through her hair and looks at self in the mirror in the hall and wipes the makeup off that has smeared. Once she felt more or less presentable she takes a few deep breathes and enters the kitchen.

Hanna is making some scrambled eggs while Spencer is getting down some plates and cups for coffee. Aria is flipping some pancakes and dancing with Hanna to the music coming from her phone. "Hey Ali!" Aria says with her quirky little smile.

"Hey Ar, those pancakes are looking good." She says plastering on a fake smile.

"Sit and Spencer can make you up a plate!" Aria says smiling at Spencer.

"So where's Em?" Hanna asks looking over at Alison as she puts some eggs on the plate Spencer's working on.

"I don't know I'm not her fucking keeper!" She says harsher than she intended to.

"Easy there killer." Spencer says sliding her a plate.

"Yeah what crawled up your ass?" Hanna says in her usual blunt manner.

"Han!" Aria says giving her a stern look.

"Look I'm sorry okay; I just got a lot on my mind." Alison says as she starts to eat her breakfast.

"What's going on Ali?" Spencer asks as she hands her a cup of coffee.

"Just all this shit with my parents and everything." She says trying to sway the conversation away from the topic of Emily.

Hanna frowns a bit and walks over and hugs Alison tightly. "You know I've been there, so if you need to talk I'm here."

Alison smiles a bit and eases out of Hanna's tight grip. "Thanks Han, that really means a lot."

"No problem what are friends for!" She says smiling at Alison.

As they were getting closer Emily had made a decision, if Alison was dating Jake than it was time for her to move on. "Maya?" She asks nervously as she looks at her from the corner of her eye as she drove.

"Yeah Em?" Maya says fidgeting from the passenger seat.

"We've been dating for a while now and I was wondering if… if you would be my girlfriend?" She says the last part in a bit of a rush as her nerves get the best of her.

Maya reached over and laced her fingers with Emily's, "I would love to be your girlfriend." She says beaming as they pull up to her house. She leans in and kisses Emily; Emily wraps her fingers in Maya's hair and deepens the kiss. A part of her wishes it was Alison but she forces that thought out of her head and slowly breaks the kiss.

"See you soon!" Maya says as she slides out of the car.

Friday August 27, 2010 Rosewood, PA

Emily was getting ready for her date with Maya; she had just gotten out of the shower and was trying to figure out what to wear. She heard the text notification from her phone on her desk, thinking it was Maya she opens it.

_Alison: Hey Em, I was hoping to have a girl's night at Spencer's barn before school starts and it won't be the same without you. _

Emily throws her phone on her bed and grabs her Led Zeppelin retro shirt, a pair of skinny jeans, and a light bomber jacket. She hears her phone again and picks up.

_Alison: It was just going to be us girls but Maya is more than welcome… if you like._

She could tell that Alison was getting desperate if she was actually willing to let Maya join. She set her phone back on her desk and starts to do her makeup, Maya should be there soon so she decides to just do a more natural look. Her phone goes off again, she rolls her eyes and opens the message.

_Alison: Please Em!_

Emily knew if she didn't answer something back then Alison would just keep bombarding her.

_Emily: Fine, I will be there!_

She hoped that would get her off her back for tonight at least so she could enjoy her date. Her phone immediately went off.

_Alison: Thank you Em! Miss you!_

_Emily: Mhm… talk to you later._

Emily finishes her make up and put a bit of lip gloss on and gave herself a once over before putting on her Converse high tops. She heard the front doorbell ring; she closes her door and heads down the stairs. Maya was beaming through the door. Emily smiles as she opens the front door.

"Hey you!" Maya says her eyes sparkling.

"Hey yourself, you look beautiful!" Emily said blushing a bit as she took in Maya's purple sundress covered in little wildflowers and topped off with a blue jean jacket.

Maya tucks some hair behind her ear and ducks her head shyly. "You don't look to bad yourself. Are you ready to go?" She says looking up at Em.

"Sure!" She says lacing her arm through Maya's as they walk toward her car.

They enter the Grille arm and arm and they are seated at one of the tables. They decide to split an appetizer plate and chicken parmesan. "That way we save room for popcorn!" Maya said as she winks at Emily.

Emily couldn't help but smile, "Sounds like a plan!"

"So, what movie are we going to see?" Maya says in a purr.

"I was thinking 'I Walked with A Zombie', if that's okay with you?" She said shyly.

"I love that movie; it is one of my favorites!" Maya says with a huge grin.

They finish their meal and feed each other mozzarella sticks as they talk and giggle.

They walk hand in hand to theater which was just around the corner from the Grille.

They spend most of the movie making out as they are the only people in the theater. As the credits roll they make their way out the doors and back to Maya's car. As they drive Maya asks, "So do you want to come to my place? My parents are way at a conference."

Emily blushes, "Sure."

Cape May, NJ

Alison was so glad to finally hear from Emily that she decides to take a shower and stay in for the night. She lies on the bed and writes in her journal for a bit about her summer in Cape May. She turns on the radio and starts pouring all her thoughts into her journal. Her first entry she calls "girl crush" as she uses pseudonyms in case anyone were to find them. She describes the day in the library and the locker room, how she would have love to have keep kissing her but instead she lashed out in fear of what others would think. Em was always the brave one, even though she did not see it herself, she didn't care what other people thought of her. She also didn't realize how absolutely gorgeous she is either; if she did she could have anyone in Rosewood… hell anywhere in the world she wanted. As she writing Taylor Swifts "You Belong with Me" comes on, she can't help but smile as she listens to the song.

After writing for awhile she drifts off to sleep when a buzzing wakes her up. She rubs her eyes and opens the message.

_Blocked: I guess you are even!_

_~A_

She opens the picture attached, it is shot through a window she doesn't recognize and Maya has her hands wrapped in Emily's hair and they obviously are pretty heatedly making out. She feels her heart breaking as she stares at the picture. This bitch A was fighting dirtier and dirtier.

Friday, September 3, 2010 Cape May, NJ

Most of the day was spent packing up everything that Jason, Ali, and CeCe had brought and bought while in Cape May. Kenneth and Jessica had not made it down so that just left the three of them for the summer.

She enjoyed the summer but was ready to go home to Rosewood, she missed her room and father and even to some extent her mom. She was also ready to see the girls for one last girl's night before school started. Jake had even talked about driving his pick up down to see her over the weekend. As they got the last of the luggage settled in the back as Alison's phone buzzed. She looks down at it and sees it's from the same blocked number.

_Blocked: When you come back to Rosewood I WILL bury you!_

_Kisses,_

_~A_


End file.
